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LATIN  AI-IERICA  'and  the  CARIBBEAN 
II  - REGIONAL  PROJECTS 


AFOB  - Equipment  for  schools 

In  1974,  assorted  educational  equipment  and  material 
were  shipped  by  AFOB  to  schools  for  the  blind  in  Argentina, 
Ecuador,  Venezuela,  El  Salvador,  Mexico,  Uruguay  and  Antigua. 

In  1975,  provisions  are  being  made  for  shipments  of 
additional  school  equipment  to  Venezuela,  Argentina,  Ecuador, 
Paraguay,  Chile  and  Costa  Rica. 

II  - COUNTRY  PROJECTS 


ECU/iDOR 

AFOB  - National  Center  for  the  Blind 

The  National  Center  for  the  Blind  of  Ecuador  began  full 
operation  under  the  aegis  of  the  government,  v;ith  the  assistance 
of  AFOB.  Recruiting  and  training  of  staff  were  made  possible 
by  AFOB.  The  Center  is  now  a major  source  of  guidance  for  the 
country's  blind  and  visually  impaired.  AFOB  continues  to  serve 
as  consultant  on  the  program  to  the  Ecuadorian  government. 


EL  SALVADOR 

AFOB  - Project  completed 

AFOB  has  completed  a 20-month  pilot  project  in  El  Salvador 
by  which  the  agency  assisted  the  government  in  a Vitamin  A 
deficiency  control  program  to  prevent  eye  disease  and  blindness 
among  500,000  preschool  children.  The  AFOB  project,  which  was 
completed  in  December,  1974,  provided  Vitamin  A capsules  for 
nationv/ide  distribution  and  assisted  in  evaluation  of  mass-dosage 
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Vitamin  A capsules  to  the  children.  The  capsules  v;ere  used 
as  an  antidote  to  a Vitamin  A deficiency  eye  disease  prevalent 
among  preschool  children  in  some  developing  countries.  Although 
the  AFOB  evaluation  study  had  uncovered  a considerably  less  than 
anticipated  prevalence  of  the  disease,  the  agency  developed  a 
methodology  and  discovered  other  factors  during  its  study  that 
it  felt  could  be  useful  in  other  developing  countries.  AFOB  and 
El  Salvador's  Ministry  of  Health  have  published  English  and 
Spanish  versions  of  the  evaluative  findings,  as  described  by 
Dr.  Alfred  Sommer,  AFOB ' s chief  investigator  on  the  project. 
Sharing  the  expense  of  the  entire  El  Salvador  project  v/ith  AFOB 
was  the  Organizacion  Wacional  de  Ciegos,  of  Spain. 

HAITI 

AFOB  - Blindness  prevention  study 

AFOB,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Haitian  government,  is 
conducting  a study  on  the  Caribbean  island  to  determine  the 
prevalence  of  xerophthalmia  among  Haitian  children.  The  eye 
disease,  which  is  often  present  among  preschool  children  in 
the  developing  countries,  is  caused  by  a deficiency  of  Vitamin 
A in  the  youngsters'  daily  diets.  It  is  expected  that  the  study's 
methodology  v/ill  serve  as  a model  by  AFOB  to  determine  the  extent 
of  the  disease  in  other  developing  countries.  AFOB  is  supporting 
and  providing  technical  guiaance  to  Haitian  administrative, 
medical  ana  field  test  personnel,  with  some  financial  support 
from  VJIIO.  Should  the  study  show  a significant  problem  in  Haiti, 
AFOB  would  be  committed  to  assist  the  Haitian  government  v;ith  an 
appropriate  remedial  program. 
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INDIA 


AFQB  - Projects  for  the  blind 

In  197  5,  plans  are  developing  for  a nuinljer  of  AFOB  courses 
in  perceptual  motor  skills,  selective  placement  plus  orientation 
and  mobility  in  a nuniber  of  locales  still  to  be  determined. 

AI-’OE  in  1974  continued  to  provide  consultative  assistance 
in  reintegrating  blind  rehabilitants  into  their  home  rural 
conuaunities , in  Madurai,  as  part  of  a long-range  program  worked 
out  in  association  with  the  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Service  of 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Health,  Education  and  VJelfare.  The  project, 
which  was  initiated  by  7\.F0B  early  in  1973,  is  distinct  from  other 
rehabilitation  programs  in  that  it  is  rehabilitating  blind  people 
within  their  home  communities  rather  than  in  urban  environments. 

INDONESIA 

7iFQB  - Look  to  2nd  phase  of  Indon esian  project 

AFOB's  blindness  prevention  program,  wnich  has  assisted  the 
Indonesian  government  during  the  past  two  years  to  evaluate  its 
pilot  project  to  erase  m.alnutritional  eye  disease  and  blindness 
among  preschool  children,  will  move  into  a second  phase  by  the 
end  of  1975.  AFOB's  function  has  been  to  test  a distribution 
system  through  which  approximately  100,000  children  have  received 
mass-dosage  Vitamin  A capsules  as  a temporary  antidote  to  the 
disease.  An  7iF0B  team  also  provided  technical  assistance  to  the 
government  in  determining  clinically  the  effectiveness  of  the 
capsules  in  reducing  the  incidence  of  xerophthalmia  in  the  target 
population.  UNICEF  has  provided  the  capsules  for  the  program. 

A major  aspect  of  the  Indonesian  project  has  been  the  production 
of  educational  material,  in  cooperation  with  the  Nutrition  Foundation, 
for  training  medically-oriented  personnel.  USAID  is  providing 
partial  support  for  AFOB's  participation  in  the  project. 
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IRAN 

Al'OB  - New  renabilitation  service 

AFOB  in  197  4,  througn  its  agreeiaent  v;ith  the  National 
Organization  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Iranian  Blind  (NOWIB) , 
conaucted  an  extensive  three-month  series  of  teacher- training 
courses  covering  a v;ide  area  of  services  for  the  blind.  The 
agreement  proviaed  for  establishment  of  a rehabilitation 
service  for  the  blind  in  Teheran.  It  also  provided  for 
purchase  of  equipment,  preparation  of  curricula  for  the  five 
training  courses,  AI’OB  staff  and  translation  of  the  courses 
and  printing  into  Farsi.  The  team  approach  for  training  was 
used  by  AFOB  for  the  first  time  in  the  Far  East.  Trainees 
were  instructed  in  perceptual  motor  skills,  selective  place- 
ment, orientation  and  mobility,  techniques  of  daily  living 
and  career  guidance. 

An  AFOB  educational  specialist,  Mrs.  Frances  Wiesenfeld, 
completed  a two-year  assignment  in  Teheran  in  the  spring  of 
1974  by  which  she  assisted  the  Ministry  of  Education  in 
integrating  blind  and  sighted  primary  grade  children  within 
the  normal  school  setting.  Mrs.  Wiesenfeld' s function  was 
to  train  Iranian  teachers  in  integration  techniques.  Upon 
completion  of  her  assignment,  the  Ministry  of  Education 
presented  her  with  a special  medal  of  commendation. 

LIBERIA 

AFOB  - Integration  of  blind  children 

In  197  4,  AFOB  instituted  an  eight-v;eek  program  of 
integrating  blind  with  sighted  children  through  a teacher- 
training course.  Assistance  was  also  provided  for  training 
of  volunteer  braille  transcribers.  The  program  was  a joint 
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venture  betv/een  AFOB,  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Welfare 
and  the  Ministry  of  Education.  Indications  were  that  the 
program  would  extend  beyond  the  capital  city  of  Monrovia 
into  the  rural  areas  starting  in  1975. 

In  197  5,  ZiFOB  is  conducting  a six-week  training  course 
in  the  educational  integration  of  blind  and  sighted  children, 
and  is  introducing  special  equipment  to  facilitate  the 
educational  program. 

MALAYSIA 

AFOB  - Mobility  training 

In  1974,  AFOB's  mobility  specialist  in  the  Far  East 
conducted  a six-vjeek  training  course  for  six  instructors  in 
Kuala  Lumpur.  Four  of  the  trainees  were  from  Malaysia,  tv;o 
from  Singapore.  Khco  Chaing  Thean,  of  the  Malayan  Association 
for  the  Blind,  assisted  AFOB's  Robert  Jaekle  in  conducting 
the  course.  Other  0 & M courses  conducted  by  ZiE’OB ' s specialist 
during  the  year  in  Asia  were  held  in  Iran,  Sri  Lanka  and 
Pakistan.  During  the  year,  a total  of  28  new  instructors  were 
added  to  the  0 & M ranks  through  the  AFOB  courses. 

MEXICO 

AFOB  - Training  instructors  and  teachers  for  the  blind 

In  1974,  AFOB's  Latin  American  mobility  specialist  con- 
ducted a six-week  training  course,  under  auspices  of  the 
Mexican  Government,  for  Mexican  nationals.  Only  qualified 
physical  therapists  participated  in  the  course,  for  which 
there  were  16  registrants  from  Mexico  City  and  other  parts  of 
the  country.  It  was  the  first  such  course  given  in  Mexico. 
During  the  year,  AFOB  also  conducted  an  intensive  one- 
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month  course  to  acquaint  teachers  of  blind  youngsters  with 
new  educational  techniques  and  materials. 

In  1975,  AFOB  is  holding  a course  in  Mexico  City  for 
a carefully  selected  group  of  occupational  therapists,  to 
instruct  them  in  the  techniques  of  independent  living  for 
blind  people. 

During  1975,  TiFOB  will  also  train  a para-medical  group 
to  serve  regional  centers  for  the  blind  in  Mexico. 

A Mexican  national  is  receiving  an  AFOB  grant  this  year 
to  study  orientation  and  mobility  techniques  at  Boston  College 
so  he  can  serve  as  a nucleus  for  the  subsequent  development 
of  Mexico's  O & M instructor  program  for  the  blind. 

AFOB  - Low  vision  program 

AFOB,  as  part  of  its  continuing  consultancy  to  the  Mexican 
government  on  rehabilitation  of  the  blind,  is  developing  a 
program  by  v;hich  para-professionals  in  regional  centers  for 
the  blind  will  be  trained  in  lov;-vision  techniques.  The  para- 
professional  will  be  trained  to  function  as  an  understudy  for 
the  ophthalmologist  and  optometrist  in  the  event  a limited- 
vision  patient  requires  assistance.  AFOB  and  the  Mexican 
government  are  planning  a basic  training  program  for  Mexico  City. 

PHILIPPINES 

AFOB  - Test  Vitamin  A distribution  system 

AFOB  in  1974  began  a two-year  evaluation  of  a nutritional 
program  for  children,  as  part  of  the  country's  campaign  to  erase 
malnutritional  eye  disease  among  preschool  youngsters.  The 
program  adds  mass-dosage  Vitamin  A capsules  to  an  on-going 
supplemental  food  program  for  malnourished  children.  AFOB's 
major  function  is  to  test  distribution  as  part  of  an  integrated 
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program.  Other  participants  in  the  program  are  the  Catholic 
Relief  Services,  which  is  distributing  the  supplemental  food 
and  the  capsules;  USAID,  which  is  supplying  the  supplemental 
food;  UNICEF,  providing  the  capsules.  The  Hawaii  Lions  Eye 
Foundation  has  contributed  to  the  initial  financing  of  AFOB's 
participation.  Susan  T.  Pettiss,  Ph.D.  is  supervising  AFOB's 
participation  as  director  of  the  agency's  blindness  prevention 
program. 

POLAImD 

AFOB  - Mobility  course  for  Poland 

AFOB  will  conduct  an  eight-week  teacher  training  course 
for  orientation  and  mobility  specialists  in  the  spring  (1975) 
at  the  Polish  Institute  for  tne  Blind  in  Laski,  Poland.  The 
AFOB  faculty  will  comprise  three  instructors,  one  from  France, 
another  from  VJestern  Michigan  University,  Kalamazoo,  Mich, 
and  a third  from  its  own  staff. 

SENEGAL 

AFOB  - Integration  of  blind  children 

7iF0B  assigned  an  educational  specialist  from  the  U.S.  to 
develop  a program  for  integrating  blind  and  sighted  children 
in  the  normal  school  system.  The  22-month  assignment  carries 
through  1975-1976.  Senegal  is  the  eleventh  country  in  \vhich 
blind  and  sighted  elementary  school  children  have  been  integrated 
by  AFOB  into  a normal  school  setting.  AFOB  is  importing  special 
equipment  for  the  educational  program,  V;hich  is  being  conuucted 
in  the  capital  city,  Da);ar.  The  /FOB  agreement,  \diich  was  made 

with  the  Government's  Ministry  of  Health  and  Social  VJelfare, 
provides  for  AFOB  to  train  30  teacher  specialists  to  work  with 
blind  children  in  the  integration  program. 
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SKI  LAi\'KA 

AFOb  - V/ork-oricnted  school 

During  the  past  year,  TiFOB  began  a nev7  student  course 
at  the  Mount  Lavinia  resiaential  school  for  the  blind,  near 
Colombo.  The  work-oriented  program  v/as  mapped  out  in  con- 
junction with  the  school's  administration.  The  project  was 
directed  towards  preparing  students  for  employment.  7iF0B  gave 
a grant  to  the  school  that  permitted  the  addition  of  tv/o  staff 
members.  AFOB  consultancy  provided  for  students  to  take  courses 
in  perceptual  motor  skills  and  orientation  and  mobility.  It 
marked  the  first  time  in  Asia  that  students  of  a residential 
school  for  the  blind  were  prepared  directly  for  the  employment 
mainstream  instead  of  the  industrial  jobs  they  have  traditionally 
neld. 

T7i.IWAiSi 

AFOB  - Aid  to  projects  for  the  blind 

In  1974,  AFOB  continued  to  unaerwrite  salaries  payable 
to  the  Committee  for  the  Blind  of  Taiwan,  for  staffs  of  per- 
ceptual motor  sJcills  and  selective  placement  courses. 


TURKEY 

AI^OB  - Debut  of  rehab  center 

In  1974,  AFOB  completed  a two-year  assignment  by  which  it 
assisted  the  government  of  Turkey  in  opening  that  country's 
first  rehabilitation  center  for  the  blind,  in  Istanbul.  AFOB 
had  assigned  an  ZUTierican  rehabilitation  specialist  to  help  the 
local  Six  Dot  Foundation  in  constructing  the  center  jointly  with 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Social  Services.  The  center's  official 
opening  took  place  in  the  spring.  Tlie  center's  personnel  comprises 
10  professionals  and  13  clerical  and  maintenance  worJiers , and  the 
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first  blind  clients  are  now  undergoing  training. 

Ill  - Congresses,  Seminars, 

Training  Courses  and  Meetings 

AFQB  - Upgrading  services  for  Latin  Aruerica 

AFOB  is  organizing  a movement  throughout  Latin  America 
to  upgrade  services  for  the  blind.  The  agency  is  developing 
six  conimissions  of  key  Latin  Araerican  people  in  work  for  the 
blind  whose  charge  it  v;ill  be  to  improve  services  throughout 
the  Continent  in  six  basic  areas:  orientation  and  mobility, 

social  services,  psychological  services,  education,  vocational 
rehabilitation  plus  blindness  prevention.  Following  organi- 
zational efforts  in  1975  among  professionals  in  work  for  the 
blind,  AFOB  is  looking  towards  a Congress  of  all  the  commissions 
in  1976,  date  and  place  still  to  be  determined.  R.  Roy  Rusk, 
director  of  AFOB's  program  department,  conceived  the  long-range 
program  and  is  coordinating  the  organizational  effort. 

AFQB  - Supports  Asian  fund 

AFOB  in  1974  provided  financial  support  for  a newly  established 
Asian  fund  for  rehabilitation  of  the  blind.  The  latter  emerged 
from  WCV7B  efforts  at  the  Fourth  Asian  Conference  on  Work  for 
the  Blind,  held  in  Bombay  in  late  1973. 

AFOB  - Blindness  session  for  I.R.M.A. 

The  second  Congress  of  the  International  Rehabilitation 
Medicine  Association,  held  in  Mexico  City  October  27  - November 
If  1974,  vi/as  marked  by  the  first  session  ever  held  by  the  organi- 
zation on  blindness.  The  AFOB  program  department  coordinated  the 
blindness  conference  which  took  place  daily  during  the  Congress. 

The  Congress  drew  thousands  of  rehabilitation  workers  from  all 
the  handicapped  sectors.  Among  the  subjects  covered  at  the 
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blindness  session  were:  education  of  the  visually  handicapped 

v;ith  borderline  vision,  integrated  education,  methods  to  teach 
braille  reading  and  v;riting,  the  preschool  blind  child,  nev; 
concepts  of  rehabilitation,  educational  concepts,  psychological 
aspects  of  the  visually  impaired,  vocational  rehabilitation, 
prevention  programs,  personal  adjustment,  management  of  the 
visually  handicapped.  Countries  represented  by  presenters  of 
papers  at  the  blindness  meetings  v;ere  the  United  States,  Mexico, 
Argentina,  Colombia,  Guatemala  and  India. 
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III  - REGIONAL  PROJECTS 

LATIN  AI'ILRICA  AND  THE  CARIBBEAN 

AFOB  - Conference  on  retarded  children 

In  197  5,  AFOB  will  conduct  a teacher- training  worJcshop 
for  visually  handicapped  retarded  children  in  Cordoba, 
Argentina.  Participants  v/ill  be  from  Argentina,  Uruguay, 
Peru,  Colombia,  Venezuela,  Mexico,  El  Salvador,  Guatemala  and 
Costa  Rica.  (Date  unspecified  at  this  time.) 


IV  - Publications,  Studies  and  Films 


AFOB  - Literature  on  the  blind 

In  1975,  AFOB  continues  to  produce  and  distribute  Spanish 
translations  of  professional  literature  to  educators  and  other- 
personnel  working  with  blind  people  in  Latin  America.  A Spanish 
language  manual  for  educators  on  braille  and  raised-line  diagrams 
was  completed  and  published  in  1974.  Distributed  last  year  were 
Spanish  translations  of  such  American  titles  as  The  Blind  Child 
Who  Functions  at  the  Retarded  Level  and  New  Trends  in  the  Education 


and  Rehabilitation  of  the  Blind. 
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